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Cornelius passes in review, the several philosophical conceptions, first, the 
natural picture of the world, body and spirit, the ego and our fellow beings, the 
desire for cognition, the unscientific explanations, the question of causality. 

Our author then continues to investigate the scientific methods of dogmatism, 
the nature of hypotheses, and knowledge as a picture of reality. Here he falls 
back on Mach and Kirchhoff, who regard knowledge as a reconstruction of facts. 
The ultimate aim of philosophy consists in finding the psychological foundations 
of epistemology, a reconstruction of the development of pre-scientific notions and 
an epistemological solution of the metaphysical problems. In the first part of the 
special argument, Cornelius discusses the metaphysical phases of dualism, ideal- 
ism, materialism, sensualism in ethics, eudemonism, utilitarianism, etc., etc., com- 
ing down to an explanation why consequent scepticism is impossible. 

The second part treats of the epistemological phase of philosophy. Cornelius 
analyses the elements of experience, explains the doctrine of the association- 
psychology, criticising its atomistic tendency for overlooking the factor of connec- 
tion in experience, and enters into the details of Kant's categories, paying special 
attention to the law of causation and its universality and necessity in spite of its 
subjective source. 

The concluding chapters touch on the belief of immortality, which according 
to our author lies beyond the province of scientific inquiry, on the antinomies, the 
latter being illegitimate problems, and the notion of value (IVert Begriff), which 
depends upon the nature of our personality. He concludes with an appreciation 
of the two determinants of the will, happiness and fear, the former Eudemonistic 
and the latter Timetic, bringing out the demand of self-education. 2 

EssAi SUR LA PSYCHO-PHYSIOLOGIE DKS MONSTRES HUMAINS. Un anenc^phale — un 
xiphopage. Par N. Vaschide, Chef des Travaux du Laboratoire de Psycho- 
logie exp^rimentale de I'fecole des Hautes-fetudes (Asile de Villejuif), et 
CI. Vur^as, Interne des Asiles de la Seine (Asile de Villejuif). Paris : F. 
R. de Rudeval. 1892. Pages, 287. 
France seems to be the country which contributes most to the solution of the 
psychological problem ; M. Ribot has condensed the psychology of double person- 
ality, of the diseases of the will, and other valuable topics; M. Richet has studied 
the psychology of micro-organisms, and also the phenomena of telepathy and kin- 
dred subjects, and now the Doctors, N. Vaschide and CI. Vurpas, present us with 
an interesting essay on the psycho-physiology of human monsters, devoting the one 
half of their investigations to a brainless creature, the other half to xiphopagous 
twins. The first case is a sad production of a brute formation in human form, 
which, however, gives us important information on several problems of the nervous 
anatomy of the human system, a condition which justifies our authors to speak of 
it as ce cas heureux, " this happy instance " being a rare case from which we can 
derive important information. 
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Nothing could be said about the mental life of the monster, for there is none. 
The individual under observation used to show its displeasure by ejecting cries 
vtfhich were sometimes sharp, feeble, rather prolonged, monotonous, now spontane- 
ous, and now expressions of resentment made in response to disagreeable impres- 
sions. The case in question which has been studied in the living individual as well 
as the post-mortem obduction, proves that the cerebral hemispheres, which were 
utterly missing cannot be the seat of pain or of the feeling of temperature, or of 
other well co-ordinated reactions, which are sometimes regarded as having their 
seat in the cortex. All these phenomena are purely physiological, and have their 
seat in the lower regions, viz., the upper portions of the medulla. 

The cerebrum, which for all mental activity is the most important organ, is 
after all dispensable for the purely physical, the barely psychological and biological 
life. It must be regarded as the organ of co-ordination between the higher psycho- 
dynamic and properly mental activities, but life and even sentiency can be main- 
tained without it. 

Less unpleasant than the study of the anencephalic monster is the exposition 
of the biology and the psychology of xiphopagous twins. Our authors pass in re- 
view two special cases which came under their observation, viz. ; a description of 
Chinese twins called Liou Tang Sen and Liou Seng Sen ; and the Hindu twins, 
the sisters Radica and Doodica. In addition they give a summary of similar cases, 
among them the Siamese twins and the sisters Rita-Christina, animal monsters, a 
man with a double head, etc. Close observation of the Chinese twins proves that 
in their psychical life, one was superior to the other, being the initiator of most ac- 
tions. As a rule they went to sleep at the same time, but not always, a fact which 
proves that the chemical theory of sleep is not tenable. The case of Radica and 
Doodica is more interesting because for the sake of saving the life of one, they had 
to be separated by an operation. The weaker one, Doodica, died after the opera- 
tion, the cause of death being peritoneal tuberculosis. The operation was made 
just in time to save the life of Radica. 

The operation was not without difficulty and revealed a very strange state of 
affairs. There were three great arteries communicating between the twins. Radica 
drew constantly and daily upon the blood of Doodica, giving back venous blood, 
an inequality which in the long run could only be detrimental for both. Radica 
was the stronger one and she was upon the whole of better temperament. Doodica 
used to torment her twin sister constantly. The latter, however, showed a great 
patience and considerable endurance with the pranks of her twin sister. 

The lessons of these strange cases as presented by our authors are very in- 
structive, and must be studied by specialists in the original communications. Ab- 
horrent though the subject naturally may be to the lay reader, we cannot help 
recognising the great significance which a close investigation of the physique as 
well as the psychology of monsters possess for the specialist, and we take pleasure 
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in calling attention to this unique work. The book is sufficiently illustrated with 
seventy photographs, plates, and diagrams in the text. 

Fribdricb Nietzsche, sbin Leben und sein Werk. By Raoul Richter. Verlag 
der Dilrr'schen Buchhandlung. Leipzig, 1903. Pages, vi, 288. Price, 4 
Marks. 

It is a sign of the times that a young Privatdocent in the University of Leipzig 
lectures on the philosophy of Nietzsche. Herr Raoul Richter is an enthusiastic 
admirer of this most modern thinker whom he regards, not as Nietzsche regarded 
himself as a Slav, but as a typical Teuton. 

Herr Richter delineates in the first part the biography of Friedrich Nietzsche, 
the events in the life of the learner and then of the teacher, explaining his death 
and quoting the diagnosis of Dr. Moebius. 

The most important part of the book is devoted to the work of Nietzsche in 
which Herr Richter condenses the several writings of his hero, adding to it his 
criticism and an appreciation of the significance of Nietzsche's philosophy in the 
history of mankind. 

Les grands fhilosophes. Aristote. Par Clodius Fiat, Agr^ge de philosophie, 
Docteur es Lettres, professeur a I'^cole des carmes. Paris : F^lix Alcan. 
1903. Pages, viii, 396. 

M. Clodius Piat, a French savant, convinced of the immortal merits of Aris- 
totle has undertaken to write a monograph of the Aristotelian system, in which he 
sets forth in a systematic review, the doctrines of the great Stagirite thinker, mak- 
ing his work a welcome handbook for students, and bringing it up to date by com- 
paring it with other systems, mainly that of St. Thomas Aquinas, who is of espe- 
cial importance for Aristotle, because his interpretation of the Greek thinker was 
practically accepted throughout the Middle Ages as authentic, and the genuine 
Aristotle has only been recovered in the times of the Renaissance with the revival 
of classical studies and a renewed acquaintance with the Greek original. 

Professor Piat has done his work well and English scholars who are in the 
same line would do well to take notice of the labors of their French colleague. 



